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In this age it is easy to forget just how tortuous analysis of human immunogenetics used to be but in fact most 
of the fundamental discoveries about the MHC genes were made before high throughput sequencing came 
onstream. Hidetoshi Inoko recognised the value of large-scale structural analysis of the MHC region, in man as 
well as other species, in the 1980’s and was a great contributor to the advancement of our field before he 
contributed to the first sequencing of the complex in 1999. From 1990 he was an early adopter of DNA typing 
for histocompatibility. The other approach he exploited for disease mapping on a genome scale was that of 
polymorphic microsatellites, which led to one of the very first Genome Wide Association Studies (GWAS) ever 
performed, that of rheumatoid arthritis using over 27000 microsatellites, a major tour de force at the time 
(2005). 
 
From 1966 to 1976 Professor Inoko did his BSc and PhD (Science) degrees at Kyoto University, followed by 
eight years at Keio before moving to Tokai in 1984. He spent a year in Trowsdale’s laboratory in London at 
Cancer Research UK (then ICRF) in 1986-7 and qualified for a PhD in Medical Science in 1987. He became a 
Professor in 1992. His leadership qualities were recognised as he was elected Chairman of the Department of 
Molecular Life Science in Tokai University’s School of Medicine in 1993 and Vice-Dean in 2000, followed by 
Dean of the Graduate School in 2002 and then of the School of Medicine in 2006, when he was also director of 
the Institute of Medical Sciences. In 2021 Hide become Project Professor of the Center for iPS Cell Research 
and Application (CiRA) and Emeritus Professor of Tokai University in 2013. He co-led, in the past 10 years, 
with Seiamak Bahram, the only French-Japanese joint INSERM-JSPS laboratory, focused on 
histocompatibility. 
 
Professor Inoko was a Councillor for the International HLA and Immunogenetics workshops and he played a 
major role in several of these successful large-scale events as well as in the Asia-Oceania Histocompatibility 
and Immunogenetics Workshops. He was also President of the Japanese Society for Histocompatibility and 
Immunogenetics. A committed educator, he was a visiting lecturer in several Japanese Institutes as well as 
abroad.  
 
As a work colleague Hide was unique, a friend larger than life. He enjoyed the pleasures of international travel, 
of companionship as well as Scotch whiskey and red Burgundy. He was also an avid golf player. Many of us 
were recipients of his generous hospitality and kindness in hosting visitors in Japan where he was active 18 
hours a day to make sure his guests experienced the best of Japanese culture. Hide worked and played extremely 
hard and was always cheerful and open-minded. 
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